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 Entry to Griffith Middle School Changed December 10, 2013 
 

Efforts to improve the security of school entries district-wide moved to the ‘front burner’ following the 

December 7, 2012, Connecticut school shootings.   

 

On December 7
th

, Griffith Middle School parents were notified via OneCall, that starting Monday, December 

10
th

, anyone arriving after the start of school would be directed to Door A.  Door A is secured with an 

electronic entry system, in addition to having a secured lobby.  At Door A, visitors may conduct business 

with school personnel but do not have access to instructional areas where students are present.  Regular 

visitors to Griffith Middle School are familiar with the open configuration of the former entrance.  Once 

visitors were ‘buzzed in’ by office staff, they entered a large lobby that opened directly into instructional 

corridors.    

 

Our school community responded positively to the Griffith Middle School entrance change.   

 

 

 Other District Security Enhancements 
 

Other security enhancements implemented since December include the requirement for all staff and students 

at Griffith Middle School and Griffith High School to wear identification badges while on campus.  In 

addition, every adult in our elementary schools now wears an identification badge at all times.    

 

The school community has responded positively to these recently implemented enhancements.  

 

Later this school year, the main doors to Ready Elementary School and Wadsworth Elementary School will 

be altered, so that visitors entering after the start of school may conduct business with school personnel 

without having access to student corridors.  The Beiriger Elementary School entrance was previously 

changed during the recent renovation project.   

 

A full security report is available on the district website.   

 

 

 

 Griffith Middle School Office Changes 
  

Following the Griffith Middle School entrance change, Administrators began an analysis of the school office 

as a whole.  A number of modifications were recommended.  The new configuration, to be fully implemented 

by February 19
th

, allows for operational improvements including:  

 

1. Parents and other visitors utilizing Door A have direct, equal access to both Griffith Middle School 

and Griffith High School Principals. 

 

 



 

 

2. The Deans, the School Resource Officer, and their support staff are grouped in one zone, creating a 

separate, private area for counseling students and their families.   

 

3. The Griffith Middle School and Griffith High School staff workrooms and mailboxes have been 

consolidated.  This configuration reduces duplicate mailbox locations, reduces office support 

equipment required, and creates communication efficiencies.  Since campus enrollment is down 165 

students overall since the building was renovated, the combined work space is adequate to meet the 

needs of both Griffith Middle School and Griffith High School.   

 

4. The former reception area will be re-purposed for small group instruction in support of Teacher  

   Learning Communities and Departmental planning.     

 

 
 

 

 Additional Griffith Middle School Updates 
 

 

PREPARING OUR STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE 

The 2012-2013 school year has been a period of many changes for Griffith Middle School.   

 

For the first time ever, we have 7
th

 Graders earning credits in algebra.  By the time these students are seniors, 

they will have had opportunities to gain 12 high school math credits and be more prepared for the rigors of 

college mathematics than any previous Griffith graduate.   

 

We currently have 76 middle school students earning high school credit in English, physical education, 

world (foreign) language, business, math, and art.  By offering advanced classes to 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders, these 

students will be more likely to complete Advanced Placement (AP) and dual credit courses (through Ivy 

Tech and Purdue North Central) in High School, earning ‘no tuition’ college credit before High School 

graduation.   
 

 

PRINCIPAL 

Long time Griffith Administrator, Mr. Ed Skaggs, who has served as Griffith Middle School Principal since 

2011, has announced his retirement effective June 30, 2013.  The process for securing his replacement is 

currently underway.  The selection of a new Griffith Middle School Principal will be completed prior to the 

end of this school year.   A highly qualified, energetic individual, committed to continuing the Griffith 

Middle School tradition of excellence will be named.    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


